
READING IN YEAR 2



What does the National Curriculum say for 
Year 2?

At the beginning of year 2, pupils should be able to read all 
common letter sounds and group of letter sounds. They 
should be able to read unfamiliar words containing these 
sounds, accurately and without undue hesitation, by 
sounding them out in appropriate books. 

Pupils will increase their fluency by being able to read these 
words easily and automatically. Pupils should be able to 
retell some familiar stories in the correct order that have 
been read to and discussed with them or that they have 
acted out during year 1.

During year 2, pupils should focus on developing accurate 
and speedy word reading skills. They should also listen to 
and discuss a wide range of stories, poems, plays and 
information books; this should include whole books using a 
variety of skills such as retrieval and inference.





Week 1 1:1 reading This is a vehicle to monitor and assess the pupil’s needs. Staff respond to 
this immediately and are flexible with their groupings for phonics. Pupils 

are challenged and supported in these sessions. 

Week 2 Guided Reading –
small group

Small group guided reading sessions are an opportunity to read high-
quality texts (Badger scheme) that are book banded. Pupils read within 

their book band and comprehension strategies are modelled and 
applied here. Children will complete a reading mat, answering questions 

linked to the reading domains.

Week 3 Shared reading –
whole class

Whole-class shared reading sessions where high-quality non-fiction texts 
are primarily used to pre-teach vocabulary or to consolidate learning. 

Staff use echo and choral reading alongside other fluency strategies so 
that all pupils have an opportunity to develop their fluency. Children will 

complete a reading comprehension linked to the text.

Key Stage 1 Reading Cycle



READING OPPORTUNITIES IN SCHOOL

• Class authors – updated each term

• Regular library visits
• Engaging texts linked across all 

subject areas
• English texts – 2 per half term







Reading requires two skills

 

Word Recognition

The ability to 
recognise words 
presented in and 

out of context.

The ability to blend 
letter sounds 
(phonemes) 

together to read 
words.

Comprehension

The ability to 
understand the 

meaning of the words 
and sentences in a 

text.

The ability to 
understand the ideas, 

information and 
themes in a text.
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Language comprehension

The two dimensions of reading (word recognition and 
language comprehension) lead to four possible 

outcomes:  





HELPING YOUR CHILD AT HOME

Talk about what 
can be inferred 

from the pictures 
before you read the 

text, e.g. ‘Why 
might the girl on the 

cover be sad?’

Discuss alternative 
words the author 

could have used, e.g. 
‘Happy is a bit of a 

boring adjective, isn’t 
it? What word could 

we use instead?’

Make 
predictions

and be able to
justify them.
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