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Markland Hill’s Remote Learning Provision Information 2021

This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or carers about how Markland Hill will provide remote education and what to expect from remote education if local restrictions require entire cohorts (or bubbles) to remain at home, during periods of school closure or pupil isolation relating to coronavirus (COVID-19). 
We are constantly reflecting and reviewing this process in line with expectations from the DfE, parents’ feedback and suggestions and emerging best practice. We understand and appreciate that each family’s situation is different and what works for one family may not work for another. 
This will always be a challenge for us as some parents will be glad not to have any pressure to complete tasks, while others would like on-line lessons, teaching their children throughout the day and there will be families who would like something in-between. 
However, as required, Markland Hill will offer a curriculum equivalent in length to the core teaching pupils would receive in school in line with DfE guidance.  We appreciate that this is an extremely difficult time for all of us I know that staff here are feeling the pressure from the schools that their own children attend. We will continue to work together to ensure that children are safe, cared for and emotionally healthy. 
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[bookmark: _Toc400361366][bookmark: _Toc443397156]A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our standard approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote teaching.
What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the first day or two of pupils being sent home?
KS1 and KS2:
Where possible, pupils will be sent home with their Maths White Rose Hub work books and their home reading pack and/ or will be able to collect these from school if appropriate plus any additional resources e.g. CPG books (Y6), Arithmetic, Times Tables, Phonics resources or handwriting. Instructions regarding their learning for the school day will be uploaded to our online platform, SeeSaw, alongside any resources to aid their learning from home. Each day, an outline of the structure of the day will be posted on SeeSaw. The previous evening, work will be uploaded for the following day including any resources needed. Printed resources will be made available for pupils who do not have suitable online access. 
EYFS:
Where possible, pupils will be sent home with their home reading pack and/ or will be able to collect these from school if appropriate plus any additional resources e.g. Phonics resources or handwriting materials. A weekly timetable, clearly outlining their remote learning for the following week will be uploaded onto our online platform ‘Tapestry’ on Friday afternoons. Staff will highlight where activities require particular resources. Printed resources will be made available for pupils who do not have suitable online access. 

Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in school?
Pupils will be taught the same curriculum remotely as we do in school following their class timetable wherever possible and appropriate. However, some adaptations in some subjects may need to be made. For example, lessons which require equipment or resources might only be available in school such as Science, Design Technology or Computing. 
It can be difficult to replicate the EYFS curriculum at home as there is great emphasis on the children learning through structured and unstructured play, but staff will ensure that opportunities for ‘hands on’ learning are a focus and that parents are supported in how this can be adapted and delivered at home and how and why play can support their child’s on-going development.

Remote teaching and study time each day
How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day?
The remote education provided will be equivalent in length to the core teaching pupils would receive in school and will include both recorded teaching time and time for pupils to complete tasks and assignments independently. The amount of remote education provided will be, as a minimum:
• Key Stage 1: 3 hours a day on average across the cohort, with less for younger children
• Key Stage 2: 4 hours a day
Accessing remote education
How will my child access any online remote education you are providing?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pupils at Markland Hill will access remote learning through the online platform of SeeSaw. EYFS pupils will access remote learning via their online learning journal, Tapestry. Links will be made to the White Rose Maths Home learning Website for Maths lessons in all year groups. We will also use a range of other resources for example Oak Academy, Cornerstones resources, TTRockstars, Prodigy maths, Read theory, Edstart, GetEpic reading Phonics Play, Joe Wicks YouTube. Learning packs to support remote learning will also be made available for collection and parents/carers will be made aware of appropriate collection times by the school office.
If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you support them to access remote education?
All parents and carers have been contacted to establish whether they have the facilities and requirements to enable pupils to work remotely. When necessary, school has provided equipment or advice to parents or carers with barriers to accessing remote learning. If future circumstances should change and any pupil at Markland Hill does not have access to technology to access learning and resources, please contact Mrs. Close to arrange provision of technology access.
How will my child be taught remotely?
Pupils will be taught using a variety of different methods and resources as they would in the classroom. Detailed instructions and teaching will be listed as ‘activities’ using the online platform SeeSaw or uploaded as an ‘observation’ on Tapestry for our EYFS pupils. Audio and visual tools will be used where appropriate in Tapestry and Seesaw to support learning, for example modelling concepts to pupils. 
Reference to textbooks, work-books and reading books that pupils will have at home will be used. Printed paper packs produced by teachers (e.g. workbooks, worksheets) may also be used. Recorded lessons for example from White Rose Maths Hub and Oak National Academy will be used to further support some lessons. Commercially available websites supporting the teaching of specific subject areas and topics, including video clips or sequences will also be accessed eg BBC Bitesize, TTRockstars and Cornerstones.
We will be providing feedback for the children and class teachers will be available at some points through the day to support children. Each child’s home learning will be reviewed, assessed and feedback or support will be given when required. Every available member of staff; teachers, support staff and special needs assistants, will be engaged  full time in face to face contact in classes. As a result of this, individual feedback may not be as timely as we would like but each child’s home learning will be reviewed, assessed and feedback or support will be given when required. 
Engagement and feedback
What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that we as parents and carers should provide at home?
In the event of a school or bubble closure, partial opening, National Lockdown or if a pupil is self-isolating but not displaying symptoms of Covid-19, we expect them to engage fully with remote learning following the instructions of their class teacher using the online platforms SeeSaw (or Tapestry for EYFS pupils.) Learning should be completed to the same standard as expected in school and should be uploaded to be assessed by the class teacher where upon feedback will be given.

In order to further help parents’ organisation of the home learning, whilst also working at home, we will schedule the work so that it is available from 4pm the day before. This will include the learning activities, tasks and any resources your child may need.
This means that parents can review the lessons, resources which may be needed and prepare anything that their child might need for the child to complete the learning tasks during the next day, in order for their working day not to be interrupted by the scheduling of lessons throughout the day. 
In KS1/KS2, the daily timetable shared on the platform will reflect the organisation of a normal school day and, where possible, we ask that children follow the structure of the lessons set within the timetable as this will help to establish a good routine. However, we recognise there has to be flexibility when working from home and that all families will have their own commitments and structures too.
The following day by 9am, all the previous day’s learning will be archived. 
Tasks using the SeeSaw platform can be copied or saved, should pupils wish to copy or save a particular task to be available at a later date. When the activity or learning is available, pupils can copy the text or instructions and download the resources to their device and save them.

Expectations of Pupil Behaviour
When online, pupils should follow the school rules regarding behaviour as set out in our acceptable usage policies which were signed and discussed with their class teachers at the start of the academic year. In addition to this, the school rules should be followed: pupils should be polite, respectful and kind when writing comments and posing questions to teachers and fellow pupils. 
Working remotely is not without its challenges and parents and carers can offer their support to school by establishing good routines for their children and offering encouragement which will motivate children to continue to thrive in these unusual circumstances. 
How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how will I be informed if there are concerns?
Pupils are expected to engage with remote learning if they are not in school due to school or bubble closure, partial opening, National Lockdown or self-isolation when they are not displaying symptoms or due to school or bubble closures. Teachers can see who has responded to any work set on Seesaw and who has uploaded observations on Tapestry (EYFS pupils.) In line with DfE guidance, Markland Hill has robust systems for checking daily whether pupils are engaging with their work and this will help us to rapidly identify effective solutions to further help and support families. 
How will you assess my child’s work and progress?
Feedback can take many forms. Once pupils have completed a task or activity linked to their learning there will be the opportunity to (dependent on the task) upload their learning to the SeeSaw platform. This could take the form of photographs of their learning, videos, pictures, worksheets etc. Often in order to provide instant feedback and to enable pupils to assess how well they are working pupils will be asked to self-assess and correct their learning for example in Maths. Pupils should RT (correct their work in ‘Response Time’) spotting errors or asking their teacher or parent for guidance.  When learning cannot be self-assessed or it is inappropriate to self-assess, pupils will upload their learning to be assessed by the teacher. We will make every effort to provide feedback on all pieces of work that we have asked to be uploaded back to SeeSaw. This may not be timely as staff are all in school supporting pupils of key workers and vulnerable children. 

In Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2, class teachers will provide feedback using the SeeSaw functions: ‘like’ (using the heart button on SeeSaw); and/or comment (using the feedback button); or/and post work to the SeeSaw blog. 

In the EYFS, class teachers will provide feedback using the Tapestry ‘like’ function and through comments on individual observations. 

Work that is published to the SeeSaw blogs enables pupils’ peers to see learning and comment on each other’s efforts thus raising self-esteem, motivation and crucially providing connections with their peers. This peer to peer interaction facility will provide motivation and improve learning outcomes while helping to maintain pupils’ social skills.
Additional support for pupils with particular needs
How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support from adults at home to access remote education?
We recommend and encourage pupils with SEND (PRIORITY 1) attend school during school closures as we recognise that home learning can be more challenging for pupils with additional needs. 
We know that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support from adults at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with parents and carers to support those pupils in the following ways:
We will always consider these expectations and our support in relation to the pupils’ age, stage of development or special educational needs, for example where this would place significant demands on parents’ help or support. Younger children in Key Stage 1 or Reception often require high levels of parental involvement to support their engagement with remote education, which makes digital provision a particular challenge for this age group. We therefore do not expect that solely digital means will be used to teach these pupils remotely. 
In the event of a partial opening, National Lockdown bubble closure or self-isolation due to Covid-19, remote learning for pupils with SEND will be tailored more specifically to the needs of the child in accordance with the pupil’s EHCP plan. Resources where possible or when appropriate will also be sent home to enable access to the curriculum or specific objectives within the pupil’s EHCP to be met. Class teachers and SNA’s will work closely with our SENCo Mrs. Rachel Berry to provide appropriate support for children at home. 
Remote education for self-isolating pupils
Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in school, remote education provided will likely differ from the approach for whole groups. This is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school.
If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will their remote education differ from the approaches described above? 
Pupils who are not in school because there are self-isolating will use the online platforms SeeSaw or Tapestry (EYFS) to access their learning. When possible books and/or resources will also be sent home to the children to support their learning. Class teachers will upload learning and tasks to support their learning onto the system to be completed at home. These activities will mirror provision provided in school where appropriate and possible. Feedback given in the form of likes and/or comments will be provided where appropriate. 

Appendix – the following documents support Markland Hill CP School development of Remote Learning
APPENDIX 1: LETTER TO PARENTS DATED 8th January 2021
APPENDIX 2: GOV.UK – What’s working well in remote education – paper from Ofsted – 11.1.2021

APPENDIX 3: letter to parents - Update re work scheduling on Seesaw / Tapestry – 12.1.2021
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MARKLAND HILL C P SCHOOL
Markland Hill
Bolton
BL1 5EJ

Telephone:  01204 332626
Fax:  01204 332627
www.markland-hill.bolton.sch.uk

Headteacher:  Mrs L Close



Dear Parents / Carers

We would like to thank you for your continued support and engagement with our remote learning platforms of Tapestry and SeeSaw. We are constantly reflecting and reviewing this process in line with expectations form the DfE, parents’ feedback and suggestions and emerging best practice.

We understand and appreciate that each family’s situation is different and what works for one family may not work for another. However, as required, Markland Hill will offer a curriculum equivalent in length to the core teaching pupils would receive in school in line with DfE guidance. 

In line with DfE guidance, Markland Hill has robust systems for checking daily whether pupils are engaging with their work and this will help us to rapidly identify effective solutions to further help and support families. All parents and carers have been contacted to establish whether they have the facilities and requirements to enable pupils to work remotely. If future circumstances should change and any pupil at Markland Hill does not have access to technology to access learning and resources, please let me know and I will arrange for suitable provision of technology access to be provided.

As you will be aware from my newsletter, the number of key worker, vulnerable and our EHCP children began at 108 and by the beginning of next week, 11th January, we will need to find places for an increase to 124 pupils. This means that every available member of staff; teachers, support staff and special needs assistants, will be engaged full time in face to face contact in classes. As a result of this, individual feedback may not be as timely as we would like but I can assure you that each child’s home learning will be reviewed, assessed and feedback or support will be given when required. 

Following a parent’s suggestion, in order to further help parents’ organisation of the home learning whilst also working at home, we will be scheduling the work so that it is available from 4pm the day before. This means that you can review the lessons, resources which may be needed and prepare anything that you think will be  useful to your child in order for your working day not to be interrupted by the scheduling of lessons throughout the day. Each day, the daily timetable shared on the platform will reflect the organisation of a normal school day and we would appreciate it, where possible, if your child could follow the structure of the lessons set within the timetable. 
We appreciate that this is an extremely difficult time for all of us and we must continue to work together to ensure that children are safe, cared for and emotionally healthy. I would like to thank you for the positive comments, feedback and encouragement that we have received in these early days of this third lockdown. 

Best wishes and stay safe,

Louise Close
Head Teacher


APPENDIX – 2: Monday 11th January 2021 - GOV.UK – What’s working well in remote education – paper from Ofsted

What's working well in remote education - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)


APPENDIX 3: Tuesday 12th January 2021 – letter to parents

Update re work scheduling on Seesaw / Tapestry
We would like to thank you for your continued support and engagement with our remote learning platforms of Tapestry and SeeSaw. 
Following further suggestions from parents, we are making an adaptation to the scheduling procedure for home learning. This is to allow those parents who wish to help children to complete remaining tasks in the evenings (after work).
Lessons, activities and tasks will not be archived at 4pm on the day they are timetabled for but will remain there for the evening and they will be archived the following morning. 
On Friday, all work will be archived at 4pm. 
	Scheduled to appear on Seesaw/ Tapestry 
	Work to be completed as per shared timetable where possible 
	Work archived by

	Sunday 4pm 
	Monday  
	Tuesday 9am

	
	
	

	Monday 4pm
	Tuesday 
	Wednesday  9am

	
	
	

	Tuesday 4pm
	Wednesday 
	Thursday 9am

	
	
	

	Wednesday 4pm
	Thursday 
	Friday 9am

	
	
	

	Thursday 4pm
	Friday 
	Friday 4.00pm 



This process will be continually reviewed and is subject to change in order to ensure it is supportive and sustainable for all stakeholders.

Each day, the daily timetable shared on the platform will reflect the organisation of a normal school day and we would appreciate it, where possible, if your child could follow the structure of the lessons set within the timetable.
Work will be assessed and feedback given during the school day. Individual feedback may not be as timely as we would like but each child’s home learning will be reviewed, assessed and feedback or support will be given when required. 
We appreciate that this is an extremely difficult time for all of us and we must continue to work together to ensure that children are safe, cared for and emotionally healthy. 












2

4
image1.emf










